Livestock sector is one of the main sectors that play a very important role, in Indian rural population welfare. 
INTRODUCTION
Livestock sector plays a very important role in Indian economy. It provides livelihood to 2/3 rd of rural population. India has the largest livestock population and has a vast livestock resource. In the rural area of India, livestock rearing is one of the main incomes for the farmers. Livestock includes cattle, goat, buffalo, and pig and poultry species. It also acts as a source of protein in the form of meat, milk and egg to the households. Welfare of Indian rural population is ensured by the animal husbandry sector, as the livelihood of majority of the farmers depend on animal husbandry. Livestock sector provides sustainable source of income for many marginal and small farmers. It also provides supplementary employment and leads to rural economy leverage and a profession with high export potential. Further to this, this sector also offers essential food products like meat, milk, eggs along with raw materials like wool, manure, draught powder and hides for industries. It emerges as an engine for the growth of agriculture and is also considered as one of the export earning potential sectors. Its contribution to the environment conservation is also significant. It also adds income from the production of crop and absorbs income shocks that are caused due to the crop failure. It provides continuous stream of employment and income to the people of rural community and decreases seasonality in livelihood patterns. 70% of rural population includes the marginal households and landless. Rural poverty is mostly concentrated on this 70% of the population, which owns majority of the livestock that are small or marginal. Land scarce poor households keep small animals like goats, sheep, poultry and pigs, for their commercial purposes, because of their low operational costs and low initial investment.
Land scarce poor households for commercial purposes, because of their low initial investment and 
METHODS AND DATA

GROSS VALUE ADDED OF LIVESTOCK AND FISHERIES SECTOR IN INDIA
Gross value added of livestock is around 4.4% as per the basic animal husbandry statistical data of the year 2014-15.
There is an increase of 26.9% in the share of gross value added of livestock sector to agricultural sector in the year 2014-15. Even during the slow time, the growth of the livestock sector remained 1.5 times higher than the crop sector.
This showed the critical situation in cushioning growth of agriculture. The output value from livestock was Rs. 500405 million in 2014-15 at current prices.
MILK PRODUCTION
At the world level, India stands first in milk production. Milk and its products are very important food items for the young children. The milk production status of our country in 1950-51 was 17.0 million tonnes. Later, the government had implemented policies, in improving the milk production over the period of time. The growth rate of milk production has increased annually, from 146. In these states, Punjab has been found to be the highest milk consuming states with per person consuming 1032 g/day.
The lowest milk consuming state is Daman & Diu with the consumption of 10g/day.
Species Wise Milk Contribution
• Indigenous buffalo contributes 36% of the milk production, crossbred cattle contributes 26% of milk production, 9% by non-descript cattle, 12% by indigenous cattle, 1% by exotic cattle, 13% by non-descript buffalo and 3% by goat.
State Wise Milk Production
• In India, Uttar Pradesh stands first in milk production contributing 17% of total milk production. This is followed 
EGG PRODUCTION
In India, the poultry industry has become one of the steadily growing industries. The production of egg has 
Species Wise Contribution
Improved fowl contributes 85.9% of the egg production, desi fowl contributes 12.82% of the egg production, and desi duck contributes 1.01% and 0.28% by the improved duck.
State Wise Contribution
National average has been crossed by 7 states and 2 Union territories. Tamil Nadu is the largest egg producer in Indian with 19.4% of total egg production in India. Andhra Pradesh ranks second with 18.89% of egg production and 13.5%, by Telangana.
MEAT PRODUCTION
In the year 2015-16, the total production of meat reached 7 million tonnes in India. The annual growth rate was decreased at the rate of 4.92%.
Species Wise Contribution
Poultry contributes 46% of meat production, buffalo contributing 23%, goat contributing 13%, sheep contributing 7%, pig contributing 6% and cattle contributing 5%. 
State Wise Contribution
Among all the Indian states, Uttar Pradesh ranks first in meat production with 20.2% of total meat production in India. West Bengal ranks second with the contribution of 9.8% followed by Maharashtra contributing 9.6%. Uttar Pradesh produces maximum meat from pig and buffalo. Maximum meat from poultry and sheep is produced by Andhra Pradesh, whereas maximum goat meat is produced by West Bengal. In India, the availability of meat is about 15g/person/day, which is lower than the recommendation of ICMR of 30g/person/day.
WOOL PRODUCTION
The total wool production in India was 43.6 million kg in the year 2015-16.
Species Wise Contribution
70% of wool production is contributed by Ewe, whereas 18% contribution is done by Ram followed by 12% by lamb. A large negative growth of 9.47% was registered in the annual growth of wood production in the year 2015-16.
Rajasthan ranks first in the wool production contributing 30.8% followed by Karnataka ranking second with 18.8% and Jammu & Kashmir contributing third with 15.8%.
GROWTH RATE OF LIVESTOCK PRODUCTS
The growth rate was highest for meat among all the livestock products with 4.92% during 2015-16. This is followed by the egg, milk and wool with 5.95%, 5.51% and -1.84% respectively. Maximum annual growth was recorded in Uttar Pradesh for milk and meat, Tamil Nadu for egg and Rajasthan for wool production (BAHS, 2016). Table 1 depicts the growth trend of significant livestock products.
TRADE IN LIVESTOCK SECTOR
India is the net exporter of deboned frozen buffalo meat. Exports have grown in the last few years to record the levels. India ranks third, whereas Brazil and US stands first and second respectively to annually export more than 1 million tonnes of bovine meat. The increase in the exports is mainly due to the lower rate of Indian buffalo meat. The buffalo meat export has reached 1.15 million tons in 2012, whereas it was 1.02 million tons in 2011. The production in 2012 is 12%
higher than the production in 2011. Though India stands in top tier in the production of various livestock commodities, India is still a tiny player in the livestock trade's global market. Kumar 2010 says that India does not even contribute 1% of world's export of the livestock products.
FUTURE OF TRADE IN LIVESTOCK PRODUCTS
The future domestic requirement of multiple livestock based products and their production levels determines the most significant aspects on future export potentiality of India. In future, if there is sufficient production of these products, which also meets the domestic demands, the remaining products would be exported to the other countries, provided that the international market and the price should remain favorable. The future growth in Indian export will also rely on production deficit recognized in the different developing and the developed countries of the world. The shortage in the production of other countries would also act as the engine of Indian export growth.
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CONSTRAINTS OF LIVESTOCK SECTOR IN INDIA
To adopt the improved technologies and quality inputs, lack of market access acts as a hindrance. There is a lack of transparency and underdevelopment in the livestock market and livestock products, except for poultry and milk products. These are sometimes dominated by informal market intermediaries who also exploit the producers. There are also inadequate facilities for slaughtering. 50% of the total meat production is contributed by make-shift and un-registered slaughter houses. Transaction and marketing costs of livestock products are high taking 15-20% of the sale price. Due to the increased stress on the limited natural resources, the number-driven growth on the livestock production may not have sustainability in long run. The growth in the future can come only from the improvements in service delivery systems and technology leading to processing, accelerated productivity and marketing.
CONCLUSIONS
A significant amount of livestock resources in the world come from India livestock industry. Livestock sector back up the national economy as well as the socio-economic growth of India. It is also performing well by offering outstanding contribution and great potential in agricultural sector over the past few years. Besides, it also contributes high productivity, value addition and export of fishery, dairy, poultry, wool and other products. When the performance is on the positive side, there are also few threats like unorganized livestock market and social taboo, which should be re-corrected to take the global market opportunities. 
